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Abstract:

This paper seeks to understand the work and contribution of Maulana Abul
Mabhasin Sayyid Muhammad Sajjad (1883-1940). Maulana Abul Mahasin
was particularly disillusioned by the erosion of Muslim system of
administration of justice. in the colonial period. He responded seriously and
passionately to this predicament. Hailing from a village near Patna in Bihar,
He became an active member of Jamiat Ulama-e-Hind and founder of Jamiat
Ulama-e-Bihar. He wrote letters to ulama and urged them to unite and act to
counter and resist this state of Jahiliyah, in which there is no legal order
governing the lives of Indian Muslims. Appointment of a Wali (Muslim
guardian), according to Abul Mahasin was obligatory for ulama. Ulama will
be accountable, he reminds them, if they do not act to create nizam-e-Shari.
He founded a Dar-ul-Qada in Bihar in 1921 which was the first step towards
creating Imarat-e-Shariah (Shariah based governance). This paper discuses
the ideas as well as the instituations built by Maulana Abul Mahasin Sayyid
Muhammad Sajjad.

Keywords: Maulana Abul Mahasin, Muslim India, South Asia, Sharia,
Bihar, Jamiat Ulama-e-Hind, Dar-ul-Qada
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! Guenther, Alan M. “A Colonial Court Defines a Muslim.” In Isiam in South Asia in Practice,

edited by Barbara D. Metcalf, 293-304. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2009.
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Charles Hamilton translated A/-Hedayah into English; Sir Roland Knyvet
Wilson, An Introduction to Anglo-Muhammadan Law (London: W. Thacker
1903); Khan Bahadur Muhammad Yusuf Hashmi and Maulvi Wilayat Hussain
translated Fataawa-e-Qadhi Khan in English; Nawab A. F. M. Abdur Rahman (not
to be confused with Justice A. F. M. Abdur Rashman of Bangladesh) Institutes of
Mussalman Law: A Treatise on Personal Law According to the Hanafite School,
with References to Original Arabic Sources and Decided Cases from 1795 to 1906
Thacker, Spink and Company, 1907; Abdur Rahim, The Principles of
Muhammadan Jurisprudence. Madras: SPCK Depository, 1911. Availble online
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